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Indiana University’s Information Governance Policy was issued by the 

Committee of Data Stewards, under the authority of the Vice-President for the 

Information Technology and University CIO. It applies to “all individuals encountering 

university information, regardless of the user's role or affiliation” (IUUIPO, 2010. p. 1). 

It regards all information in whatever location or format it is stored, but it does not 

include personal data that is created using university resources as a consequence of 

personal use, e.g. saved passwords and user names. It isn’t meant to replace special 

governance requirements necessary for certain information types, e.g., records, 

intellectual property, personally identifiable information stored within the universities 

systems etc.  

The policy was drafted to protect the value of the university’s information, as well 

as to meet regulatory, and contractual terms requiring reasonable safeguards to protect 

information. The information governance plan protects the confidentiality, integrity, and 

availability of university information through consistently applied information 

management procedures. The goal of the university’s information governance plan is 

three-fold: to maintain the operational and reputational viability of the university’s 

information; secondly, to support the university’s mission of teaching, learning, outreach, 

and support; and thirdly, to guide the university’s conduct of business. 

The Committee of Data Stewards to the Vice President for Information 

Technology and the University’s CIO provide oversight of the information governance 

plan. The committee coordinates and collaborates with “university groups that have more 

granular responsibility for certain information types (e.g., research information, 

intellectual property, health information, etc.), in order to identify a common standard for 
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all information types” (IUUIPO, 2010. p. 2). 

The overarching information governance plan developed by the University of 

Indiana appears to have encompassed the very different information use and needs of the 

university. The plan states practical security and risk management procedures to be 

applied to all information, and takes into account how different groups of information 

may be governed by legal regulations, privacy risks/issues, authorship/intellectual 

property rights, and records requirements for grant/funding bodies. This top-down plan 

seems practical for a large organization with many and varied information sources. 
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